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Not less clearly does this vivid corporate sense
appear on the two occasions when Dr. Hampden
was made a protagonist in the drama. It has
already been noted that his appointment it was
which made the Tractarians from a scattered band
of enthusiasts into a party.126 For whatever merits
Dr. Hampden may have possessed, he represented
in the highest possible degree those latitndinarian
principles against which the Oxford Movement
was the incarnate protest. 'He had just re-
asserted,' wrote Church,127 'that he looked upon
creeds, and all the documents which embodied the
traditional doctrine, and collective thought of the
Church, as invested by ignorance and prejudice
with an authority which was without foundation/
He had, in fact, no sense whatever of its corporate-
ness, and no respect for its history. He regarded
its creeds and dogmas as matter not for belief but
for speculation. He did not realise, as Dean
Church so strikingly said,128 'that the Church is
so committed to them that he can not enter on his
destructive criticism without having to excuse,
not one only, but all these beliefs, and without
soon having to face the question whether the whole
idea of the Church, as a real and divinely ordained
society, with a definite doctrine and belief is not
a delusion/ That Dr. Hampden did answer that
question in the affirmative does not admit of
126 Above, p. 6.
127 The Oxford Movement, p. 158.
128 Op. cit., p. 163.